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Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin has claimed that Dominique Strauss-Kahn may be the victim of a shadowy conspiracy to force him out of his job as head of the International

Monetary Fund.

Mr Putin is the first world leader to display any serious doubts over the sex charges against the 62-year-old Frenchman.

But his remarks will certainly surprise the disgraced former IMF boss, who reportedly said before his arrest that he believed Mr Putin was actively plotting his downfall.

Doubtful: Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin, left,  believes Dominique Strauss-Kahn, right, is the victim of a shadowy conspiracy

The prime minister jumped to Mr Strauss-Kahn’s defence in comments posted on the official Kremlin website.

He suggested that charges that the French presidential candidate sexually assaulted and tried to rape a 32-year-old chambermaid may have been trumped up by the U.S. authorities.

Mr Putin said: ‘It’s hard for me to evaluate the hidden political motives but I cannot believe that it looks the way it was initially introduced. It doesn’t sit right in my head.’

American prosecutors put the claims down to mischief making by the Russian premier.

Days before his arrest on May 14 for the alleged attack at a hotel in  Times Square, New York, Mr Strauss-Kahn reportedly told friends that Mr Putin was seeking to oust him from the

IMF.

According to the EU Times, French socialist politician Claude Bartolone said: 'He said the Russians, notably Mr Putin, allied themselves with France to try to have him fired from the IMF,

to stop him running for president.'

Supporters of Strauss-Kahn are adamant that he is being framed as part of a sinister international conspiracy to sabotage his bid for the French presidency.

Strauss-Kahn, who was freed on bail after six days in custody, is facing charges of rape, sexual abuse and false imprisonment.

He was arrested as he tried to catch a plane back to Paris hours after the alleged attack and is under house arrest in a £30,000-a-month Manhattan townhouse awaiting his trial.

Mr Putin’s unexpected support for the embattled former IMF head is likely to be seized upon by his critics who have accused him of being a male chauvinist.

He caused uproar in 2006 when he was overheard joking about rape allegations against then Israeli President Moshe Katsav.



Mr Putin was quoted as saying: "What a mighty man he turns out to be! He raped 10 women - I would never have expected this from him.

'He surprised us all - we all envy him!’ His spokesman said the controversial joke had been mistranslated.

Katsav was later convicted of rape and is now serving a seven-year prison sentence.

Last week, former prime minister Gordon Brown called the scandal a ‘personal tragedy’ for Mr Strauss-Kahn but didn’t suggest there was anything suspicious about the arrest.
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Well, there you have it. If Putin says it, then it must be true. At any rate, even if it was true, at least "they" didn't use Putin's way of dealing with political enemies - that is, death by radiation.

- Me, Dallas, Texas, USA, 30/5/2011 19:33
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HAHAHAHA, well, Vladimir Putin does knows all there is to know about "shadowy conspiracies."

- Audieme, USA, 30/5/2011 19:20
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Vladamir is a strong man and leader. What upsets me is that he sold out Ghaddiffi for an arms deal with US for helicopters to Afghan. Why ? The US are out to get you too

- bem, sussex, 30/5/2011 18:57
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Because if anyone knows a conspiracy when he sees one, it's Putin. Probably engineered enough of them himself.

- Elle, UK, 30/5/2011 18:24
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Vladimir Putin SUPPORTS Sepp Blatter too. By their friends.....So shall ye know them.

- Robin, Of Croxley, 30/5/2011 18:13
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WHO..? actualy...Cares..what the Creep..PUTIN..thinks..????????

- DENIS, USA, 30/5/2011 18:02
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Putin is right - this has all the makings of a fit-up. I wouldn't be at all surprised if the same has happened to Julian Assange.

- Dan, Rochester UK, 30/5/2011 17:38
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